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She had diverse experience throughout life. She lived through several phases of life including a life of exile in Canada and finally as an immigrant to U.S. As an immigrantherself, Mukherjee had seen and experienced life closely and intensely. This led to a colouring of her vision of life and her novels are the projection of her quest for identity in a world full of loneliness and despair. _________________________________ 3. Fakrul Alam, Bharti Mukherjee, ( New York: Twayne Publishers 1996) p. 9.
"In an American writer, in the American
Mukherjee had a strong desire to express the shifting tensions and complexities of an immigrant in an alien land. In her fiction, her women characters are seen struggling to obtain a footing in a New World and redefining for the values, the beliefs and quests for an identity in a world that is rapidly changing. Alienation, identity, crisis, cultural clashes are some of the themes that characterize contemporary fiction. Mukherjee's novels frequently use the quest mode. Her characters variously have quest for identity, quest for peace, quest for roots and quest for meaning. Mukherjee is primarily concerned with the problems of women immigrants.
Mukherjee's women who migrate cannot accurately imitate the original. As a consequence, they suffer from 'culture -shock'. The term culture -shock describes the anxiety produced when a person moves to a completely new environment. This term expresses the lack of direction, feeling of not knowing what to do or how to do things in a new environment. We can also define culture shock as the physical and emotional discomfort one suffers when coming to live in a place different from the place of origin.
Mukherjee has repeatedly asserted in her interviews and essay that America has always been a country of immigrants, which means that any one central dominant culture does not exist. America has the melting pot cultures. But in 'Jasmine' she has moved to 'fusion' rather than 'melting pot' signifying that everyone changes slightly while retaining original self. Melting pot assumes the loss of the old self and the creation of a new self.
Bharti Mukherjee has moved to fusion from the 'melting pot theory'. She refers to this phenomenon in explicit terms:
" 
JASMINE
The novel of Bharti Mukherjee chosen for the proposed paper is 'Jasmine'.
When Bharti Mukherjee's 'Jasmine' was published in 1989, it received wide critical attention in the media. The publication had been preceded by her gaining the distinction of becoming the first naturalized American citizen to win the 'National Book Critics Circle Award for fiction'. She won the award in 1988 for the 'Middleman and other stories'.
After social and gender related titles of daughter and wife, 'Jasmine' the third novel by Bharti Mulherjee, points at a change in the title itself. The central character rises above being merely daughter or wife. The novel chronicles the experiences of a Hindu teenaged widow, named 'Jyoti' as she travels from India to America faced with a loss of identity at each stage of the journey. Jasmine manages to evolve a new identity at each stage. Whenever necessary, she frames her own code of conduct to suit the given situation.
Bharti Mukherjee analyses complicated layers of cross cultural reality through a series of adventures which the heroine undertakes during her odyssey from Pu njab to California via Florida, New York and Iowa. Her odyssey is symbolic of transformation, displacement and a search for identity. The story opens with the village astrologer, under the banyan tree, foretelling Jyoti's 'widowhood and exile'. Jyoti belongs to a society where 'bad luck dogged dowry less wives, rebellions wives, barren wives. They fell into wells, they got run over by trains, they burned to death heating milk on Kerosene stoves.' [1] pg.41.
Bharti Mukherjee explores the burden of old world responsibilities and cultural ties, which represent female oppression, along with the potential of American style, individualism and the female spirit of liberation. The novel tells the story of a young girl born in the village of 'Hasnapur', India, who undergoes enormous personal and 1 Bharti Mukherjee, Jasmine (New York: Grove Weidenfield (1989), p.41. All subsequent citations are from the same text. cultural changes. Jyoti is a poor but a bright student who aspires for good education. She is educated, inspite of the protest of her conservative father. She shows the capacity, to fight and to survive. Jasmine's mother shows unusual courage in opposing the plans of the family to push her daughter into a hurried marriage with an aged widower. Jyoti eventually marries a modern, Indian man 'Prakash' whose dream is to study in the US and to start an electronic business. Jyoti is now re-named 'Jasmine' by her husband. She experiences her first identity shift in the move from feudal Hasnapur to urban Jallandhar. She continues to be influenced and guided by her traditional upbringing and considers Prakash to be merely hi-tech export who knows nothing about a woman's desire to be a mother.
Prakash Vigh's values are those of Gandhi and Nehru, unlike other men of his generation. As a village girl, she is 'born in what kind of submission that expectation of ignorance'. [204] .
Prakash, tragically enough, cannot escape the violence that has spread from the provinces, to the city. A bomb wired into a radio kills him. With Prakash's death, Jyoti develops a new sense of purpose. She decides to go to U.S. alone, with the sole purpose of committing 'Sati' in the campus of the University where Prakash had planned to enroll himself. 'I had planned it all so perfectly. To lay out the suit, to fill it with twigs and papers. To light it, than to lie upon it in the white cotton sari I had brought from home. 2 " Jasmine tells him that she is a wretched, Hindu widow. She has not come to America to follow the American dream of life, liberty and happiness but rather to fulfill the 'traditional role of the Indian widow and her mission is to bring her husbands' suit to America. He laughs mirthlessly at her idea 'getting your ass kicked halfway round the world just to burn a suit, never heard such a fool notion.' [114] . He rapes Jasmine. The rape signals a crucial moment in her successive transformation and the formation of the spirit of survival. Instead of killing herself and passively accepting herself solely as a victim, she kills her attacker. Jasmine's killing of Half Face is a kind of self-assertion. Samir Dayal comments:
"She experiences an epistemic violence that is also a life affirming transformation." 3 After this evil incident, Jasmine starts afresh. She happens to meet Lillian Gordon, a kind Quaker lady, who harbors her, renames her 'Jazzy' and teaches her to talk, walk and dress like an American. Lillian Gordon is a woman whose personal mission in life is to help 'Americanize' illegal immigrants in poetical common ways.
' Jasmine establishes herself and is no longer haunted by rootlessness. At this juncture, Sukhwinder, the assassin of her husband appears in New York. To protect her new family, Jase escape to Baden, Iowa. Her escape is not a sign of cowardice, it represents the 'life affirming' force. She is running away to preserve life and not escaping from life. This journey becomes a tale of moral courage, a search for concrete identity. Uprooted from her native land, Jyoti does her best to absorb herself into a new and alien society as an immigrant.
Jasmine's metamorphosis with its shocking upheavals and its show evolutionary steps incorporates all the traumas of cultural transplant and identity crisis. In Iowa, Jasmine gets a job as a teller, and meets the fifty year old Bud Ripple Meyer, an old banker. Bud not only gives her a new name -'Jane'. It is her strangeness that adds to her beauty, 'Bud courts me because I am an alien.
"I am darkness mystery, inscrutability. The east plugs me into instant vitality and wisdom. I rejuvenate him simply by being who I am". [200] . Every move by Jasmine is a step forward in her Americanization. Jasmine's flight to Iowa and her new name Jane is indicative of steady immersion into the melting pot of American culture. It is argued that, Mukherjee gives Jyoti more than one name during th e course of the story to portray the ability of a modern woman to have multiple selves during her life time.
Jasmine willingly embraces the company of Bud out of matrimony and also carries his child in her womb. When Taylor and Duff arrive Iowa, Jasmine decides to cast off the role of the caregiver and drops the name Jane. Jasmine finally decides to leave the American dream to the fullest and beings her journey to California to make that dream come true. She leaves Iowa for the promise of a new state, opens all the possibilities of the woman she is capable of becoming.
"It isn't guilt that
Jasmine's restless moves from one place to another, betray her alienation and bewilderment. She remains very conscious of the fact that she is an 'outsider' in America -an illegal immigrant without a passportliving among aliens. She is always apprehensive about Americans and she constantly suffers humiliation and disappointments.
" 's".[213] . This proves that even if she is living with an American in an American household, her ideal is an Indian wife, who is by nature self-sacrificing.
Jasmine is also a rebel and revolutionary. She protests against Indian stereotypical patriarchy -defined concept of womanhood. She revolts against the conservation Indian attitude towards poor widows who are treated like non-entities. Bharti Mukherjee, through her character raises her voice against 'Sati' system, which compels young widows to sacrifice their lives.
In the novel 'Jasmine', Bharti Mukherjee describes in detail, the changes the immigrants undergo as they forge new lives for themselves in America. Some, like, professor Vadhera and his wife Nirmala, never truly let go of their past lives, creating for themselves a world in America that is never really American.
' […..] The novel presents Jasmine as a pioneer, who hopes to find complete assimilation into the melting pot of culture. Jasmine is the tale of the representative immigrant. Bharti Mukherjee has created a heroine as exotic as the many worlds in which she lives. Mukherjee suggests that the only way to survive in the new land is to be like Jasmine and not an 'attempt to preserve the fragile identity as an Indian': 4 and she believes in fusion; 'Immigration was a two way process and both the whites and immigrants were growing into a third thing by this interchange and experience'. 5 Kali symbolize the icons of a woman's inner strength, to be her own guide and savior. Jasmine committed herself on a dangerous journey to carry out her husband's unfulfilled wishes. After Half-Face has raped her, she wants to commit suicide, but resists because she feels her mission is not over yet, .[119] . Mukherjee is inverting the Kali myth. Kali is one of the several names of the female consort of Shiva. Jasmine, in the course of the novel, goes from one man to another. Related to the same incident Bharti Mukherjee uses another popular Greek myth of the legendary bird 'Phoenix' who turns to ashes and rises again Jasmine acts as a kind of phoenix -she burns her dishonored. Clothes and out of the ashes rises phoenix -like in a new self. The phoenix represents this higher, spiritual principle of release from the bondage of matter and soaring high to the supreme divine. Jasmine undergoes re-birth and begins her journey into the U.S. marching on for a new identity. . With Prakash's death, the astrologer's prediction of widowhood and exile come true. Instead of leading a life of a widow, she, aims for America. America gives her the power to change her fate. She is no longer confined to the social order and cultural patterns of her forefathers. Jasmine shapes a new identity for herself. With each phase of her life, she matures as a woman. After her husband's death, she does not seal her life; she continues living in all circumstances in order to survive. At the end of the novel, Mukherjee's approach is feministic. Her heroine is very optimistic at the end when she moves in with Taylor Hayes -a Columbia Physicist, whom she thinks, she actually loves. She is the mother of seventeen year old 'Du' -on immigrant like herself out of sympathy; she decides to have the baby of 'Bud' -a local banker who is paralyzed. When Taylor asks her to join them as they resettled in California, she is pregnant and she agrees to go along. She identifies herself as someone, 'Greedy with want and reckless from hope. ' [241] .
Mukherjee is defining a modern woman. She is actually trying to convey her message through her mouthpiece Jasmine that, "Change and adaptability are the key to survival, and that the successful immigrant has the instinct."
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Some critics are of the view that in order to seek fulfillment of her dreams and to survive, Jasmine crosses all barriers of set rules of conventional morality, but Mukherjee contradicts and says that she has portrayed Jasmine; https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.4.1. In this way, Bharti Mukherjee, very skillfully portrays the joys and sorrows of jyoti, throughout her gradual transformation and adjustment to the NEW World. This novel can also be read as the study of the desire of a young girl to lead a full life.
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